TIMBER ON NATIONAL FORESTS

Harvest of timber on National Forest System lands occurs
for many different reasons, including ecological restora-
tion, community protection in wildland-urban interfaces,
nabitat restoration, protection of municipal water sup-
olies; and to contribute to economic sustainability
through the production of timber, pulp for paper, special-
ty woods for furniture, and fuel as a renewable energy
source.

WHY COMPLETE TIMBER SUITABIILITY?

During Forest Plan development and revision, the assess-
ment of the suitability of lands for timber production is
required under the 2012 planning rule. The governing au-
thority requiring the Forest Service to assess National
Forest lands for timber production suitability are:

1.The National Forest Management Act of 1976 (16
U.S.C. 1600 et seq.)

2.Title 36, Code of Federal Regulations, Part 219—
Planning, Subpart A—National Forest System Land
Management Planning (36 CFR part 219)

3.Chapter 60 of the Forest Service Land Management
Planning Handbook 1909.12 outlines the methodology
used to determine what lands are and are not suitable
for Timber Production.

From 2003 to today all harvests on the Manti—La Sal Nation-
al Forest have been primarily in “available” lands.

Photo Example of ground based logging on 55 percent slopes.

After

-
-

 a s T

MANTI-LA SAL NATIONAL FOREST

PLAN REVISION

Timber Suitability

Timber production as of 1986 Timber Production as of 2006

¢S

!

Ray Mesa

4
L | 1
. & .
] =1 . [ [
™
r~ ‘ 1 = I
] L],ll 1__} ", ,i L 4 r L ) =3
! = HJ a L
=, y L 4 |
P —y R e :
B
( -.A J ~ L
- | (2]
‘ Y ;_n_ H'_ | LL
£ - Rt R
[» YAy [ ]
\‘.;/ { -
% .
7 = i L
e S
-~ ® M ! —
‘d",’ Lo 1 C1
AN — o
| .
r I_‘\ in_
[ & b
| [N
e N
e |' L
T
4
3 a
‘.,: |- L;‘J T e
1% | -
]
- p C o ok I LJry Mm*if- y i 4 S B T
arer (e Reta SN ] g ‘ & -l
DRAFT TIMBER SUITABILITY - A , e oot -
L 08/ 14/2018 g Al &
HE i
LEY Castle
Valley
Qullaw
i N‘}*\t"gj Mes a
) N
- - LR - — - — ._} _E
‘;l
N Sewemup Mesa
%
Biue Mesa
4
% .+ .Behind the Rugks o .
> ' Atkinson N
X
~! -~
- |
“ (S
oS :
T e Black R Sprif

NyswongetMesa . _J
Sources | Esri, Garmm.,L"JSGS. NFS

O
Q

Poisor =]

! Spring

Bench

Bi

SEVIER |

&

-
&

X &

\ &

[
SouwurcesEsri, Garmin, USGS, NP

Witld Cow Poamt

Cheese and

Raisins

Timber Suitability Category
B Not Suitable Available

| B Suitable

PROCESS

Lands that are suitable for timber production are determined in a
two-step process:

Step 1 - Technical Factors

Lands that are not suitable for timber production based on the
following technical factors are removed in Step 1:

. Capable of being Restocked
. Slope (soil and hydrologic features)
. Developments
. Land Ownership
. Non-forested Land
. Designated Areas
. IRA,
. Wilderness
. Wild and Scenic Rivers

Step 2 - Technical Factors

Lands where timber production is not compatible with the de-
sired conditions and objectives of the area are removed in Step 2.
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Factors

1 (Green Circle) Lands contributing to (SYL) Sustained Yield Limit
Lands contributing to (PTSQ) Projected Timber Sale Quantity:
« Commercial timber sales (board feet)

1 and 2 (Both Green an Blue Circles) Lands contributing to
(PWSQ) Projected Wood Sale Quantity:

« Commercial timber sales (board feet)
« Fuelwood
« Posts/poles

« Biomass

All NFS lands in the plan area
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